Introducing the CB TOUR Index System

A New Era of Fairness, Consistency, and Competitive Integrity

As we launch into Season 3, Championship Bowling is proud to introduce a major advancement
in how we structure divisions and calculate handicaps: the CB TOUR Index. This system has
been carefully developed in response to detailed player surveys, two full seasons of
performance data, and a commitment to improving the integrity and accuracy of our competition
formats.

What is the CB TOUR Index?

The CB TOUR Index is a performance-based rating that measures how well a bowler performs
relative to the field in CB TOUR events. It is not based on traditional scoring averages, but
instead uses a more dynamic and challenge-adjusted approach to reflect a bowler’s true skill.

How is the Index Calculated?
At the core of the CB TOUR Index is a metric called a differential.

e A differential is calculated as:

Your Score — Field Average (for that game)

For example:

e |f you bowl 215 and the field average is 200, your differential is +15

e |f you bowl 180 and the field average is 195, your differential is -15

This method accounts for the difficulty of the condition, adjusting for how tough or easy the
scoring environment is in each game.

To calculate your CB TOUR Index:

e We look at your most recent 30 games



e From those, we take your top 21 differentials
e We average those 21 numbers
e That average becomes your CB TOUR Index, rounded to one decimal place
This approach rewards strong performances in tough conditions and smooths out volatility

caused by a few poor games or especially easy scoring environments. It creates a more stable
and accurate representation of performance across the tour.

What if | Don’t Have 30 Games?

Bowlers with 15 to 29 games will still receive a valid index. The system adjusts how many
games are counted by dropping the lowest few proportionally:

Total Games Games Used (Highest
Differentials)

15-17 Top 12 games

18-20 Top 14 games

21-24 Top 16 games

25-27 Top 18 games

28-29 Top 20 games

Once a bowler reaches 30 games, the standard 21-0f-30 rule is applied.

This tiered approach provides a fair, evolving Index as bowlers participate in more events —
and avoids penalizing new or part-time players.

Why the Index Matters

In Season 2, we observed that rolling 15-game averages often fluctuated drastically based on
the difficulty of a given event — from oil patterns to center characteristics. This created
inconsistencies in handicap calculations and division placements, and sometimes left bowlers
feeling unfairly categorized. Other sports, like golf, use dynamic and indexed systems (e.g.,
GHIN) to more accurately reflect a competitor's skill. It's time for bowling to catch up.



The CB TOUR Index will now serve as the foundation for two major systems:

1. Division Placement (Open vs. Under)

2. Handicap Pin Calculations (for Challenge Series and side brackets)

How It Works: The Index Replaces Rolling Averages

Starting in Season 3, the CB TOUR Index will be used for two critical purposes:

1. Division Placement: Determining whether a bowler competes in the Open or Under
Division.

2. Handicap Calculation: Used in the Challenge Series and in handicap side brackets
during Championship Series events.

Unlike fluctuating averages, your CB TOUR Index is calculated based on the top 21 of your
most recent 30 differentials. This creates a stable and accurate picture of your competitive
ability—one that isn’t skewed by unusually hard patterns or small sample sizes.

Updated Division Structure

In past seasons, the division cutoff was:
e Under Division:
o 205 or lower USBC Standard average
o or 188 or lower CB TOUR average

That system worked—Dbut inconsistently. Season 2 revealed that averages could be artificially
inflated or deflated by the characteristics of a particular tournament.

New for Season 3:

e Under Division Eligibility:



o 199 or lower USBC Standard Average, or

o CB TOUR Index of 2.9 or lower

This change ensures that bowlers are placed in the correct competitive environment based on a
broader and more accurate measurement of their skill. It aligns with how other sports like golf
structure competitive brackets and reduces confusion when tournament conditions impact
scoring.

Placeholder Averages for Handicap Calculations

A technical limitation of our scoring system is that it calculates handicap using traditional
averages, not indexes. Since we now use indexes for division placement, we needed a way to
translate that into a consistent and fair handicap number.

Our solution: every CB TOUR Index range is assigned a placeholder average, which will be
used only for calculating handicap pins in the Challenge Series and handicap side brackets.

Handicap Formula
We apply 75% of the difference between 220 and your placeholder average.

This method allows us to use the benefits of an index-based system while still working within the
constraints of scoring software designed around averages.

Key Conversion Principle

e Each index corresponds to a CB TOUR average
e We anchor Index 3.0 = 183 average, which aligns with our Under Division cutoff

e Each full index point above or below that adjusts the placeholder average accordingly
o See the table below



Index
Range

60.0 — 59.0
58.9 — 58.0
57.9 -57.0
56.9 — 56.0
55.9 -55.0
54.9 - 54.0
53.9-53.0
52.9 -52.0
51.9-51.0
50.9 - 50.0
49.9-49.0
48.9-48.0
47.9-47.0
46.9 -46.0
45.9-45.0
44.9-44.0
43.9-43.0
42.9-42.0
419-41.0
40.9-40.0
39.9-39.0
38.9-38.0
37.9-37.0
36.9 — 36.0
35.9-35.0
34.9-34.0
33.9-33.0
32.9-32.0
31.9-31.0
30.9-30.0
29.9-29.0
28.9-28.0
27.9-27.0

Ave.

Index
Range

239 26.9 - 26.0
238 25.9-25.0
237 249-24.0
236 23.9-23.0
235 229-22.0
234 21.9-21.0
233 20.9-20.0

232
231
230
229
228
227
226
225
224
223

19.9-19.0
18.9-18.0
17.9-17.0
16.9-16.0
15.9-15.0
14.9-14.0
13.9-13.0
12.9-12.0
11.9-11.0
10.9-10.0

222 99-9.0
221 89-8.0
22079-7.0
219 6.9-6.0
218 5.9-5.0
217 49-4.0
216 3.9-3.0
21529-2.0

214

1.9-1.0

213 09-0.0

212
211
210
209

-0.1--1.0
-1.1--2.0
-2.1--3.0
-3.1--4.0

208 4.1 --5.0

207

-5.1--6.0

Index

Range
206 6.1 —-7.0
205 -7.1 --8.0
204 -8.1--9.0
203 -9.1 —-10.0

202 -10.1--11.0
201 -11.1--12.0
200 -12.1 —-13.0
199 -13.1--14.0
198 -14.1 —-15.0
197 -15.1 --16.0
196 -16.1 —-17.0
195 -17.1 --18.0
194 -18.1 --19.0
193 -19.1 —-20.0
192 -20.1 --21.0
191 -21.1 --22.0
190 -22.1 —-23.0
189 -23.1--24.0
188 -24.1 —-25.0
187 -25.1 —-26.0
186 -26.1 —-27.0
185 -27.1 —-28.0
184 -28.1 —-29.0
183 -29.1 —-30.0
182 -30.1 —-31.0
181 -31.1 --32.0
180 -32.1 —-33.0
179 -33.1--34.0
178 -34.1 —-35.0
177 -35.1 —-36.0
176 -36.1 —-37.0
175 -37.1 --38.0
174 -38.1 —-39.0

Ave.

Index
Range

173 -39.1 —--40.0
172 -40.1 —--41.0
171 -41.1--42.0
170 -42.1 —-43.0
169 -43.1 —-44.0
168 -44.1 —-45.0
167 -45.1 —-46.0
166 -46.1 —-47.0
165 -47.1 —-48.0
164 -48.1 —-49.0
163 -49.1 —-50.0
162 -50.1 —-51.0
161 -51.1 —-52.0
160 -52.1 —-53.0
159 -563.1 —-54.0
158 -54.1 —-55.0
157 -65.1 —-56.0
156 -56.1 —-57.0
155 -57.1 —-58.0
154 -568.1 —-59.0
153 -569.1 —-60.0
152
151
150
149
148
147
146
145
144
143
142
141

Ave.
140
139
138
137
136
135
134
133
132
131
130
129
128
127
126
125
124
123
122
121
120



Final Notes

This system is not just for bowlers without a CB TOUR average.
Even if you have an existing USBC or CB TOUR average, we will now apply this
index-based structure for all division placement and handicap purposes.

USBC Standard averages will still be accepted for new bowlers, but adjusted
downward by 17 pins to reflect their projected CB TOUR performance before assigning
an initial index.

The rolling 15-game average is no longer used to calculate handicap pins.
Instead, your CB TOUR Index determines a placeholder average that is stable and fair
across all conditions and patterns.

Division placement is now fixed by your Index.
If your Index is 2.9 or lower, you are placed in the Under Division.
If it is 3.0 or higher, you compete in the Open Division.

Handicap pins for Challenge Series and side brackets are based on 75% of the
difference between 220 and your placeholder average.

This is a major step forward for bowling.

By aligning with the best practices seen in other sports, we are creating a more
consistent and competitive environment that respects the skill and performance of every
athlete.

Why It Matters

The CB TOUR Index simplifies division placement, stabilizes handicap calculations, and brings
clarity to a system that was previously dependent on changing averages and tournament
variables. It creates a fairer, more reliable path for bowlers of all levels — and it positions
Championship Bowling as a leader in the evolution of the sport.

We believe this system will not only improve your experience on the lanes, but also help define
the next generation of competitive bowling.

If you have questions or need help understanding your Index or handicap placement, reach out
to us directly or visit www.championship-bowling.com for full resources and support.

We’re excited for what's next — and proud to bowl with you.— The CB TOUR Team
Championship Bowling


http://www.championship-bowling.com
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